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Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 

Minutes of an informal Steering Group Meeting 
held by video conference/phone on Thursday 23 July 2020 

 
Present: Diana Morton (Chair) 
 Linda Roberson (Secretary) 
 Linda Jenkinson 
 Steve Crane 
 Francesca Brown 
 Darren White 
  
  
In attendance: Jim Boot 
  
Apologies: Matt Richards 
 Ken Mills 
  
Absent: Gary Bignell 
 Denise Cole 

 
Apologies 
 

1. Apologies were received from Matt and Ken.        
 
Minutes of last meeting 

 
2. The minutes of the last meeting were approved.    

 
Actions items from last meeting 
 

3. Action items from the last meeting were discussed. 
 

a) Francesca and Jim to liaise over producing a brief for the graphic designer.     
 
b) Linda R to draft composite village vision for plan - outstanding.  

 
c) Completed.  

 
d) TWBC has digitised Ken’s pavements map and Jim has saved to Dropbox.   

 
e) Completed. 
 
f) TWBC meeting will be on 27 August.   

 
g) Completed.  

 
h) Completed.   

 
 SG terms of reference 

 
4. Those present confirmed they were happy with the changes to the terms of reference proposed 

by the PC.  The draft already allowed for public meetings to be held remotely/virtually.  
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Meeting with TWBC 
 

5. Jim will produce an agenda.  Among other things we would like to discuss highways issues and 
try and pin them down on how many housing numbers Horsmonden would be required to 
deliver.  We are currently working on the basis of the need to deliver 25-305.  TWBC might 
have feedback from KCC by the time we meet them.   
 
Public meeting 
 

6. The possibility of providing an update towards the end of September by way of a public 
meeting was discussed.  This would need to be held virtually. The logistics of doing this were 
discussed in some detail with various suggestions.  Jim thought it would be possible for him to 
host on Zoom.  We should advertise the meeting in advance and request that those wishing to 
attend should register their interest via an email address (Steve will set up).  Those registering 
will be sent the joining instructions and also asked to submit any questions in advance.  After 
reviewing diaries, we settled on using the date and time that had been set aside for a Steering 
Group meeting, being Thursday 1st October, 7.30pm.  We would limit physical advertising to 4 
roadside posters but also mention the event on Horsmonden Facebook page (Darren).  Steve 
will email the mailing list and it will be announced on our webpage.  
 
Draft plan 
 

7. We discussed Jim’s draft of the Access and Movement chapter and feedback for Jim was very 
positive.  The suggested policies very closely reflected the issues and concerns specific to 
Horsmonden and the data gathered throughout this process.  Linda would review in more detail 
and provide further comments to Jim before her holiday.  
 
Site options and assessments 

 
8. Documents have been sent to AECOM and they are getting on with the assessment.  They 

have seen the housing needs survey, the pavements map, the traffic calming report 
commissioned by the PC, and TWBC’s own assessments of the sites.  AECOM suggested 
identifying ‘reserve’ sites that could be used perhaps if other sites proved to be undeliverable. 
AECOM aiming to do a village visit at the start of September.  Jim will ask them if they are able 
to produce their report before 1st October.   
 
Planning application for Furnace Lane site 
 

9. The Parish Council has had no dealings with this site since last year so that fact that it was 
being reviewed by TWBC was a surprise to them.  Jane had sent a letter in response outlining 
again the PC’s concerns – there were a lot of unanswered questions.  It seems as if TWBC 
may have approved it.  If anyone gets any further information, please pass on.   
 
AOB 

 
10. Linda considering checking with pub about the possibility of physical meetings using their 

room.    
 
Actions 
 

11. The next SG meeting is Thursday 17 September.  The meeting fixed for 1 October will be used 
for the public meeting.    
  

12. The following actions were identified: 
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a) Anything outstanding from last meeting, in paragraph 3 above.   
 

b) Steve to set up email for public meeting and draft communication.  
 

c) Jim to check when AECOM can deliver their report.  
 

d) Linda R to sound out pub.   
 

e) Linda to provide comments to Jim on Access and Movement chapter. 
 

 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………….. 
Diana Morton (Chair) 
 
 
Date: ……………………………………………..  

Diana Morton 

17 September 2020 


