
 Responses to Consultation on Draft Neighbourhood Plan Reg 14 

 Those supporting the vision statement 

 

Individual responses 
Record 68 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN2 8JA 
Vision 
Organisation Resident for 40+ years married to a villager 
Objectives 
Policies 
General Overall, there seems no logical reason to build any houses in the Village since hundreds are being built 
in Paddock Wood, Marden & Staplehurst which are connected to one thing lacking in Horsmonden, the railway line to 
London & dare I say the greater Ashford city that never materialised.  Additionally, there is no prospect of reasonable local 
work places being developed so the extra bodies will have to travel by car - there being a paucity of public transport (have 
you tried to get to the county town by bus recently) - on roads that barely pass muster.  Services will have to be 
completely re-thought.  There would be little prospect of any developer building affordable housing, it just would not be 
on their economic planning: if they did, those houses would be just rabbit hutches & the next generation slums. There is 
no doubt that the ICE have got it right when they say that economically development should be in town & city centres not 
in the countryside.  Some time soon the UK will need the good arable land for crops of some sort: ? will houses be 
knocked down to accommodate that requirement. 
HNP response 

Affordable housing is something that developers are legally obliged to provide. Currently they are required to provide 35% 
(Core Strategy 2016) but this will increase to 40% when the SLP is adopted. Also refer to FAQs on more general points. 

 

Record 74 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 7BX 
Vision No 
Organisation N/A 
Objectives No 
Policies 
General Page 67 Local Green Spaces - request to include the Community Garden (small strip of land opposite 
the village hall).Page 70 Important Views - request to consider an additional view for inclusion - View from field gate on 
footpath running east/west through our garden at Wrangling Green, across the farm fields southwards towards 
Horsmonden village and southeastwards across to Willard Place (view 5 in the draft). 
HNP Response 
The community garden is privately owned and following an assessment of its suitability we would have to consult with the 
owner and then include in the next draft of the plan. In terms of the view, an assessment will be undertaken and it will be 
considered for inclusion in the next draft of the plan. 

  



Record 76 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8NH 

Vision … retained character, community spirit and rurality” AND (rather than BUT).. embraced new tech. 
Organisation 

Objectives 3 - Business: to achieve this, attention needs to be given to the broadband infrastructure. 6 - Housing 
and development: strong emphasis needed on regenerating brownfield sites and improved environmental sustainability of 
new buildings 

Policies Policy 2.1 Walkability is key to the village character: the Bassetts Farm site, other than the immediate 
north of Goudhurst Road, does not comply with this Policy 6.6 replacement dwellings: does this contradict the principle of 
brownfield taking precedent over greenfield? Policy 7.1 green space: the hop picker line should be added as a green space 
- the mature trees along it are extremely characterful within village boundary and should be part of the protected 
walk/bike route. Policy 7.2 views: the “fruit belt” views are extremely characterful. H03 Bassetts Farm proposals, other 
than the immediate north of Goudhurst Road, do not comply with this. The further up the hill the development spreads, 
the more impact on the long views from both directions. 

General Many thanks to the team who put this together, a lot of hard research and work. Is there any scope to 
challenge the limit to built development shown in pink on figure 2? Site H03 Bassetts Farm breaches several of the policies 
(greenfield, views, orchard character) in particular at its northern extent where access back through the development 
creating a long walk to the village centre. 
HNP Response 

Vision: Agree ‘and’ is more positive than but. 

Business: Brownfield sites: see Policy 3.3 Conversion of farm buildings for business and Policy 6.2 windfall residential is 
already addressed. Environmental sustainability: This is addressed in the plan on page 54 Low carbon homes although 
there is no specific policy on this. This area is largely covered in Building Regulations and national policy.  

Policies: Walkability: The HNP acknowledges that some parts of Bassetts Farm are at the outer limit of the 800m radius 
but the policy is still trying to maintain walkability through footways and pedestrian access from new development to the 
centre of the village. Policy 6.6 is not about previously developed land. Policy 7.1 Hop Picker Line – this is protected from 
development by the SLP. Policy 7.2 Important Views: The northern part of Bassetts Farm is proposed to be protected from 
development by the SLP and HNP Important Views 8, 9 and 15 (illustrated Fig 47 on page 70) do seek to protect the most 
important views. [Check numbering of views on Fig 47 and Fig 48 – check spelling of Swigs Hole Farm]. 

General and LBD: The LBD is set by TWBC in the SLP and not by the HNP. 
 

Record 79 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8AL 
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives Access & Movement objective: I agree with the objective to maintain a 'Walkable village' and reduce 
congestion caused by car travel and parking. However this vision needs to be built into any development plans. 
Unfortunately, all new developments that I've seen over the past 30 years have minimised room for off road parking 
resulting in an increased volume of unsustainable on-road parking.  An example of this approach can be seen in Olivers 
close where houses only have room for 1 car (where realistically households would have more than 1). The recent 
planning applications for Bassetts farm have shown where an initial application was for 15+ houses and it's now at 22+  
(where is everyone going to park?).Landscape & recreation objective: I agree with the objective to retain the agricultural 
heritage and retain views and I understand the need to support a greater numbers of houses. However, I can't see how 
this vision can be aligned with the plans to for building potentially hundreds of new houses in the village. I found it ironic 
that you used a photograph in a previous plan document used to promote the pleasant orchard views whereas the area of 
the photo is within the  HO3 housing development area. 
Policies 
General I agree with the objectives & policies outlined in the plan,. However, it is not clear how these  can be 
enforced and if that is even possible with developers and local / regional authorities. For example house builders will 
always maximise profit to build as many houses on a site at the detriment to parking and garden provision. The need to 
improve additional amenities and services (i.e. health care / schooling) in line with house building always appears mis-
aligned with the corresponding expansion of services always following much later.  This will reduce the provision for 
villagers in the meantime. On a final small note regarding our immediate location. I note that the detailed plan shows a 
pavement outside our house (opposite Old station garage).  At present there is no pavement outside our house and is 
often used by people to park.  As a result, pedestrians have to walk in the road to move from the village centre towards 
Lamberts place. You may want to investigate this gap in access provision if further building is expected on the Bassetts 
farm site and behind. 



HNP Response 

Access and movement objective: The HNP identifies that parking is already a challenging issue for the village particularly 
in the village centre. Refer on parking standards to TWBC SLP new parking standards. We will consider strengthening the 
wording of policy 2.6 to make increased provision of parking a requirement across all new sites.  

General: In terms of enforcement of objectives and policies, although objectives are more an expression of principles or 
aspirations for the future of the parish, the HNP policies, once made (adopted) will become part of the overall Development 
Plan for the district and will be used by TWBC to decide on future planning applications. In terms of the extent of 
pavement, this will be checked before the next version of the HNP. On the matter of additional amenities see SLP policies. 

 

Record 80 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8DZ  
Vision As a resident with children at the local school as well as working at the school, I have a query about the 
planned safe cycle route. The old railway line runs behind the school playing field. Is there anyway of utilising this to 
extend the planned cycle route as well as protecting/enhancing the local history of the ‘hoppers’ line? 
Organisation Horsmonden Primary Academy 
Objectives 
Policies 
General 

HNP Response 

As there is uncertainty over whether it is feasible to develop the Hop Pickers’ line adjacent to the Bassetts Farm site as a 
walking and cycling route, instead the plan will be amended to provide a walking and cycling route along the western 
boundary of the site connecting to the school via Back Lane. 

 

Record 82 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8NE  
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives Access and Movement, Chapter 2: I agree that better and more pavements/footpaths is/will be 
required. I consider this essential. As a note/comment - I would not want to see traffic lights at the crossroads as I 
consider that this would clog up the village centre with vehicles, allowing for cars to pollute. -Housing and Development, 
Chapter 6:(i) Developers should  be required to provide sufficient car parking spaces for new houses (families can require 
two cars, more once children start to drive; visitor parking should be allowed for too). That or sufficient public transport 
services are needed. I agree that new housing should be built sustainably (be “green”). (ii) I would like to see developers 
prevented from installing giant LPG gas cylinders underground (as per The Foundry and as the Gibbet Lane development is 
due to have). I don’t agree that having too many of these LPG type tanks is good for the environment or our village.(iii) 
Developers should be required to fully assess wildlife, flora and fauna on developments sites prior to starting work, having 
carried out detailed surveys. They should be required address the proper care and relocation of wildlife and species where 
necessary and also provide the community with evidence of this. -Business and Employment, Chapter 3:(i) This will require 
sufficient car parking facilities or better public transport services to and from the village. I agree that we do not wish to 
see Horsmonden become a dormitory village. I hope KCC, having previously consulted on potentially reducing public 
transport services, will come on board and provide cleaner, greener, more reliable vehicles with a good service.(ii) It is 
vital that Horsmonden remains as a working agricultural/ farming community (so far as is possible in this age). However, I 
feel very strongly that this should not include intensive/factory farming which detracts from the rurality and nature of this 
farming community and, in reality, offers very little/virtually nil employment. I would not wish to see, for example, Fridays 
build a chicken ‘farm’/factory here. -Community, Health and Leisure, Chapter 4: (i) I consider it vital that any new medical 
facilities are easily accessible to all, including those without transport. (ii) More is needed for young people/teenagers in 
this community - a Community Centre perhaps?-Landscape and Environment, Chapter 7:(i) I agree with the retention of 
accessible views. I note that an accessible (for all) view in the village itself (towards Brenchley, encompassing dramatic 
sunsets) was removed by the building of The Foundry. I also note that an accessible (for all) view towards Brenchley will 
be removed on completion of the Gibbet Lane development. I realise there is not real right to a view, but such views 
benefit the entire community and define the landscape of our village.(ii) It vital that Horsmonden remains as a working 
agricultural/ farming community (so far as possible in this age). However, I feel very strongly that this should not include 
intensive/factory farming which detracts from the rurality and nature of this farming community and, in reality, offers very 
little/virtually nil employment. I would not wish to see, for example, Fridays build a chicken ‘farm’/factory here. (iii) I 
strongly agree that the night skies over Horsmonden should be protected from light pollution. Development must be 
sympathetic to this. This is also important to our wildlife.(iv) Developers should be required to fully assess wildlife, flora 
and fauna on developments sites prior to starting work, having  carried out detailed surveys. They should be required 
address the proper care and relocation of wildlife and species where necessary and also provide the community with 
evidence of this. 



Policies 
General Generally, I can’t stress enough the need for better public transport, especially to Paddock Wood which 
will receive new facilities in due course which Horsmonden villagers could benefit from. 
HNP Response 

Car parking see previous comment. It is an aspiration in the plan to have low carbon homes in future (see page 54). We will 
investigate whether it is possible to require new homes to have Zero Carbon heating (no LPG). Flora and fauna 
(biodiversity) assessments for new developments are a requirement under current and emerging SLP policies. In terms of 
transport provision see Project 2.1 page 26 to provide a daily commuting service. For night skies, the Horsmonden Design 
Guidance sets out requirements for reducing light pollution in new developments and encourage existing homeowners to 
follow this as well. For medical facilities see Policy 4.1 New Medical Facilities which requires appropriate pedestrian access. 

 

Record 83 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LB 
Vision It is a good vision. 
Organisation 
Objectives Objective 6 (Housing and Development) should express more on sustainability and carbon neutrality.  It 
is referred to in the section about low carbon homes on page 54 but not made part of the objective nor is there a specific 
policy proposal relating to low carbon homes.  e.g. How are new homes to be heated?  Horsmonden is not on mains gas, 
at the moment the majority of homes use oil fired central heating systems and wood burning to heat homes. Even though 
higher standards are required by building regulations, surely the HNP could go above relying on the general building 
regulations and could actually specify a policy that that any new development must (or would be supported if it did) make 
use  of lower carbon methods of heating such as ground source and air source heat pumps in order to future proof new 
housing for the government's clean energy proposals? 
Policies See above 
General Figure 33 on page 63 is hard to understand.  The number of amenity titles on the left axis doesn't seem 
to match the number of bars on the chart so it's very hard to tell which are the popular amenities.  Figure 33 is also not 
included on the list of figures on page 80. Notwithstanding that the HNP can't do much about public transport provision as 
it is outside the scope of a Neighbourhood Plan, section 2 refers a lot to the provision of better public transport links to 
Paddock Wood (for the mainline train station) there is little mention of services to Marden which also has a mainline 
station which distance-wise is no further than the Paddock Wood station and might be a more appropriate link for the 
new development at Bassetts Farm to take traffic out of the village to the east rather than through the already congested 
village centre.  More attention also to better public transport links with Pembury, Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge which 
are likely places of work, leisure and medical treatment for local residents. 
HNP Response 

See previous comment on low carbon homes. Agree Fig 33 and all charts will be checked and altered to increase legibility. 
It is acknowledged that Marden is a similar distance but lacks disabled access and Paddock Wood is also closer to London, 
the main destination for most rail users. If a commuter service to Paddock Wood is in place this would allow people to get 
to the other destinations by rail or bus. 

 

Record 63 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LE 
Vision I've lived here for 50 years and the vision for this village will ruin this village. We have already had our 
quota of houses. The garage, the Forge, Boddingtons, Roe Roads, Willard Place, Manwarings, Morley Drive, and so on, and 
so on, etc.etc.  Even where I live, the school and Orchard Way were orchards once upon a time.  They were all built in the 
60's.  Newbies to this village don't realise how many houses have been built.  Do they also realise that 49 houses are 
already being built in Gibbet Lane and another 20 at the front of bassetts farm off Goudhurst Road. When does this stop. 
My parents live on Bassetts Farm and they will be smack bang in the middle of this. To build anywhere in this village but 
especially on Bassetts Farm is criminal.  All this village needs is a better surgery and parking (but definitely not on the 
village green). That's it.  If any of these sites go ahead an accident at Horsmonden crossroads is going to happen!  Do 
people realise that once the latest two developments happen you're talking about at least another 150 cars!  I notice on 
all these plans no where does it  mention about what is going on now.  What is being built now! 
Organisation 
Objectives Same as above.   
Policies As above 
General As above 

HNP Response 
The housing sites have been proposed by TWBC in their SLP. HPC was able to commission a Site Options Assessment from 
international civil engineering and planning consultants AECOM to see if alternative sites were suitable but they were 
unable to find alternatives. As a result HPC decided not to allocate sites in the HNP. The SOA also makes recommendations 



for making the sites more sustainable which have informed the policies in the HNP. For housing numbers see FAQs. 

 

Record 65 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden  TN12 8ES 
Vision I broadly agree with the Vision - but all developments need to sensitively managed and Stage[d]. There 
has to be a clear focus on affordable housing for the young and we have to bear  in mind that with a village of c. 2,400, any 
increase in numbers needs to be proportionate. The current plans for 350 houses and potentially 750-1000 new residents 
and potentially 500-700 new cars/vans is disproportionate and needs to be cut down to a more realistic number. 
Organisation NA 
Objectives Access and movement - this needs very careful thought as the village has become a major route 
to/from Cranbrook/Goudhurst in the morning and evening commutes to avoid the A262/A21. Between 7-8.30am and 5-
630pm, there can quite often be 10-15 cars waiting in each direction to pass the more constricted areas, particularly in the 
village centre and on the Goudhurst Road near Old Station Garage/Boddingtons. The addition of 350+ houses, with over is 
highly likely to  increase significantly the road traffic at the key pinch points. Unless the existing roads are widened with 
new pavements, there will also be considerable risk to pedestrians and cyclists which rightly are considered to be a key 
areas of concern in the Objective to ensure Horsmonden remains a "walkable village". 
Policies NA 
General 1. I note that HO3 (Bassetts Farm) was rated a Green by the Site Assessment, although some concerns 
remain regarding access by vehicles and on foot to the rest of the village. The proposed development at Bassetts is wholly 
disproportionate with over 250 houses proposed in that area. The travel corridor to the village by car is extremely difficult 
as noted earlier in my response. There is very limited opportunity to provide access by foot as the road is so narrow. The 
development will destroy a wonderful area of orchards and through which a public footpath currently runs. Permission 
has already been granted for a small part of this site and I am sure that a limited number of additional houses in the old 
orchard closer to the road could be envisaged - but the traffic and pedestrian concerns need to be very carefully 
considered. The scale of the current plans are quite simply dangerous. 2. I note the work that has gone into logging the 
stunning footpaths and views around the village. It is absolutely right to protect as many of these views/vantage points in 
order that the "rural" nature of the village is retained for another generation. The view from Lewes Heath/HillTop across 
the AONB towards Goudhurst is one of the most extraordinary in the village, the footpath is increasingly well used and 
highly popular, as we see from our property, and we also benefit from the generosity of the current owner of Hazel Street 
Farm who allows villagers access to the paths around her orchards and vineyards - this area to the South of the village has 
increasingly become the "lungs" of the village used all year round and even in the winter as a toboggan run. This area 
looking out over Brick Kiln Lane, Share Farm, Trottenden Farm and hence up to Goudhurst must be preserved. 
HNP Response 
Vision: For affordable housing for young people, see Housing Needs Survey 2020. For housing numbers see FAQs.  
Objectives: Generally, agree on pavements see Policy 2.3 page 23 and Manual for Streets. 
General: Statements are noted – see FAQs regarding sites and housing numbers. In terms of views 14 and 15 north from 
Hazel Street Farm aim to address the concerns. Also SLP and LBD keep development on Bassetts Farm to the lower slopes. 

 

Record 67 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN128LA 
Vision I, like many people who enjoy life in Horsmonden as it is, feel apprehensive about plans for rapid 
increase in the number of houses to be built.  This mainly concerns infrastructure, the ability of the village to support 
health, education and transport needs.  
Organisation 
Objectives The objectives are excellent, the concern is their implementation.  Who will be responsible, for 
example, for ensuring that pavements and roads are wide enough and safe for increased pedestrian and road traffic.  At 
present the pavements are too narrow, or more often non existent, to allow for safe passage of wheel chairs and prams.   
In other words who will oversee the work of developers at every stage from planning to completion to make certain that 
the objectives of the neighbourhood plan are met. 



Policies Policy 2.1.   You make the point that the new medical centre is further away from the village centre 
than you would like.  I agree with this, particularly as it will entail a greater volume of traffic in general and people who 
currently walk to the surgery may require lifts.  At every stage of planning for the 'walkable village' we need to bear in 
mind that age and health status determine the distance that can be walked. However, it is evident that the current 
location of the surgery is unsuitable for expansion of services. Policy 2.2. 2.3. 2.4.  2.5. and 2.6. I understand that many of 
these traffic issues depend on your ability to persuade KCC to take action.  This must be done as we look into a future in 
which volume of traffic increases and HGVs get bigger.  (I have concern about the access to the medical centre from the 
Goudhurst end.  The road bridge is too narrow.) Policy 2.6.  I note that you make no attempt to tackle the vexed problem 
of parking in the village centre where there have already been a number of accidents.  I think that it must be, quite 
urgently. Policies under 3:  I am in favour of supporting and promoting local business and employment, providing the 
housing, health and educational needs of workers can be met.6.4.  I strongly support the plan to ensure that we have 
enough truly affordable houses for people at all stages of their lives.I would also like to see more properties to rent for 
people who cannot, or do not want to buy.  
General I applaud you for the enormous amount of work and care which has gone into writing this document.   
HNP Response 
The HNP policies will be used by TWBC when deciding planning applications in Horsmonden parish in future (once the HNP 
is made) and they will also be responsible for development control and potentially enforcement. Village centre parking was 
considered and is acknowledged as challenging. However, if the Brenchley Road site is developed, the HNP makes provision 
for additional parking for the village centre. Also see FAQs on parking at the village hall and centre and affordable housing. 

 

Record 94 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8NE 
Vision I note the inclusion of improved pavements needed at various places around the village. Would also 
recommend pavement improvements at the end of Maidstone Road where it meets the Sports Club. At the moment the 
pavement ends about 20 feet shy of the sports club / Tennis courts and is also on the opposite side of the road. So would 
possibly suggest a pedestrian crossing be included. Reason for suggesting is that cars entering the village have very little 
reaction time when coming around the bend of the tennis club to the main entrance of the sports club ........ plus are 
routinely travelling faster than 40mph 
Organisation 
Objectives 
Policies I would like to understand why the 'limit to build development' line cuts my garden in half. Is it possible 
to get this altered so that it encloses the whole of the garden to Fairview on Maidstone Road. I know that my immediate 
neighbours feel the same. 
HNP Response 
The HNP would support the suggestion for improved pavement approaching the sports club and tennis courts and a 
crossing point at a future date. The LBD is set by TWBC and so queries in that regard should be sent to them. 

 

Record 70 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LB 
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives Chapter 2 Access and Movement. I agree with the concept of a walkable village (Policy 2.1) but the lack 
of parking in the village centre, already critical, will only become more of an issue. Firstly there are residents who live too 
far to walk to the village, and then there are many within walking distance who have to use cars to go to work, perhaps 
dropping children at school and then stopping at the village store before continuing their journey. In addition there are 
non residents for whom the well known Heath Stores is a stopping off point for takeaway lunch and snacks as they pass 
through. These numbers will only increase as new properties are built. It's all very well making provision for parking spaces 
in the new developments, which of course are essential too, but I believe that village centre parking needs urgently 
addressing. 
Policies Policy 2.1 - see above Policy 2.2 - traffic speeds. I am on the Speedwatch team and am therefore well 
aware of the excessive speeds of traffic passing through the village. I realise how difficult it is to make improvements here 
but I am strongly supportive of pedestrian crossing(s) with push-button lights or even a 20mph zone. 
General 
HNP Response 

In regard of parking at the village centre (Heath Stores) please see FAQ 14. The suggestions in respect of pedestrian 
crossing and a 20 mph zone are reflected in the draft plan and policies but not explicitly so. HNP is unable to require speed 
limits on roads outside of new developments but have suggested “Developments proposals will be supported if 
demonstrably designed to minimise traffic speeds.” In terms of a pedestrian crossing, while this is addressed in the text, 
consideration will be included for specifying pedestrian crossings in the policy 2.1 or 2.3. 



 

Record 88 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8EU 
Vision No 
Organisation 
Objectives No 
Policies 7.1 & 7.2 Local Green Spaces Please advise if it is possible to include the area which is designated as 
AONB along Brick Kiln Lane and which the High Weald Trail runs through as a local green space.  This space could be 
included in the HNP in a similar light as the St Margaret’s Churchyard, that is, “the area provides heritage beauty and 
tranquility and is demonstrably special, accommodating The High Weald trail.  The landscape shapes the village of 
Horsmonden.Important ViewPlease advise if it is possible to include the beautiful view along Brick Kiln Lane which opens 
out as you come from Goudhurst Road. 
General 
HNP Response 

The area mentioned will be assessed to see whether it can be added to the list of proposed LGS. However, the NP is unable 
to designate large tracts of land or land that is remote from the settlement (please also see FAQ Q9). 

 

Record 93 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8AS 
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives 
Policies I do not support the proposed development HO3 (Bassetts Farm) for the following reasons:1) Policy 2.1 
and 2.3, 2.4: The development does not have a safe pavement to walk along to the village and the road isn't wide enough 
to put one in.2) The Goudhurst road cannot support the increase in car numbers or parking or traffic.3) Policy 7.2: Both of 
the views from Bassetts Farm, from EE mobile area and towards Hazel Street Farm, are significant views and should not be 
lost. 
General 
HNP Response 
The HNP has to be in general conformity with the Strategic Policies in the TWBC Submission Local Plan and site allocations 
are strategic policies so the HNP cannot directly oppose the allocations. The policies 2.1, 2.3 and 2.4 are designed to make 
all new developments accessible by foot and hence sustainable. 

 

Record 92 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8DA 
Vision Happy with this 
Organisation 
Objectives Happy with these 
Policies Happy with these 
General Why, on the map, do you not mark the footpaths/pavements on the Maidstone Rd beyond the new 
proposed school crossing. the pavements stop near the sports field and leave residents who live further on, in danger of 
the traffic. 
HNP Response 

It is correct that the pavement along the Maidstone Road stops just short of the vehicular access to the sports ground 
(although there is a small gap in the fence for pedestrian access opposite the end of the pavement). As the homes of the 
residents who live further along the Maidstone Road are already built, it is not possible for the HNP to have a policy to 
create a new pavement here (that would have to be linked to new development for example further north along the 
Maidstone Road). However, consideration will be given to including a project (to be championed by the parish council) to 
provide an extension to the existing pavement to the existing homes. 

 

Record 91 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LA 
Vision 
Organisation 



Objectives 2  Pavements.  The study fig 3 is not currently accurate. There is only inadequate pavement on the 
north side of Goudhurst Road from Orchard Way to Lamberts Lane and no pavement on either side from Lamberts Lane to 
the proposed site of Bassetts Farm with no chance of any improvement .5 All buildings housing or business should be 
future proofed using sustainable technology, materials and methods.6 Housing. Social housing of any description should 
not be available to any outside buyers, individual or local authority in perpetuity. 7 Landscape and environment. High 
sensitivity  is allocated but does not seem to guarantee any protection. Ref Furnace Lane / Gibbet Lane. 
Policies 2.7  Parking.  TWBC Standards are unrealistic for future planning when in 2021 numbers of cars in many 
household already exceed their estimate.4.1  Medical facility.  The suggested position will inevitably be accessed by car by 
many people adding even more traffic at what will become a very busy junction with a large housing development and a 
narrow village road. This junction is within 100 m of a blind bend.  The suggested pedestrian crossing would have no 
pavements possible on either side of the Goudhurst Road.4.4  Village Hall.  Suggestion that it should be 400 m from village 
centre, why does the same  not apply to the medical centre ?6.3  Sheltered Housing.  Needs to be close to the centre of 
the village,  perhaps the existing village hall and find a business hub slightly further out, possibly a farm site?7.11 In the 
light of recent flooding in the village, permeable surfaces should be expected on all, but particularly sloping sites such as 
Bassetts Farm. 
General A lot of thought and effort by many people on our behalf.   
Objectives: Housing allocations are housing allocations policy rather than land-use policy. 
HNP Response 

Pavements 
It is acknowledged that the map Figure 2 needs to be amended to show the full extent of the absence of pavement along 
the Goudhurst Road on the north side opposite Lamberts Place. It is for the developer to demonstrate that they can achieve 
an adequate pavement in order for them to receive planning permission (once the HNP is made). There is however, a 
pavement from Orchard Way as far as the garage driveway and on the opposite wide of the road as far as Lambert’s Place. 
Parking 
The Lamberhurst NP Examination shows how difficult it is to specify higher parking standards (more car provision). It is felt 
that the new TWBC SLP is a reasonable improvement over the existing KCC parking standards. 
Medical Centre 
See FAQ 1. 
Sheltered housing 
This is an interesting suggestion (utilising the existing village hall) which will be put to the parish council. 
Permeable surfaces 
Consideration will be given to amending policy 7.11 Flooding to include permeable surfaces in new developments. 

 

Record 90 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8BX 
Vision The Steering Group and many others have devoted considerable personal time to produce a well 
considered and balanced Vision and set of objectives. 
Organisation 
Objectives 2.0 - the objective to achieve a "walkable village" is critical to the Vision and the provision of sufficient 
pavements, calm traffic and parking space needs to be at the forefront of all planning decisions.5.0 Preservation of the 
character of the village greatly depends on the design and appearance of all new buildings. 
Policies All of 2.x are critical to achieving the Vision.4.1 New medical facilities - this policy hints at it being 
optional for the PC by stating "in principle".  I understand that the NHS may wish to move towards a larger centre covering 
more villages, but this decision needs to be synchronised with the granting of planning within Horsmonden especially for 
the larger sites.  New facilities for Horsmonden are vital.7.2 It is not clear why some of the important views in Figure 17 
are short and others longer.  For example View 6 from Haymans Hill towards Maidstone Road stretches right across the 
Swiggs Hole valley and up towards Castle Hill. Similarly for View 7 Haymans Hill looking North which stretches for miles. 

General I hope that once final the HNP can be delivered in all respects and not diluted as time passes by. 
HNP Response 

Thank you for your comments on the new Medical Facilities which are noted. The requirement for these is addressed in 
more detail in the TWBC SLP site allocation policy AL/HO3. The comments on views policy 7.2 are also noted and the views 
will be reviewed to assess their scope. 

 

Record 89 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LP 
Vision I think the vision should include words to emphasise the Rural / Farming aspect of the settlement, and 
the importance to retain and consider this aspect in future developments of the  village. 
Organisation 



Objectives 
Policies Policy 7.6 - Could a stronger word be used rather than "supported".  Perhaps "Preserved"?  
General It is mentioned that if the Village Hall is relocated, the current site of the Village Hall could be 
considered as a Car Park.  Perhaps this should be emphasised more in the narrative.  If the School or Doctors surgery is 
relocated, there is nothing mentioned about what the "change of use" of these sites could be.  Or put another way, the 
School site especially, should be suggested as open ground to include Skate Park and other amenities for youngsters. 
Spelling / lose characters - Page 6 extra ")" in 2nd paragraph.  Page 63 chart label "Public green Spacesk" has unnecessary 
"k".    Page 61, please change "Hop fields" to "Hop Gardens". 
HNP Response 

Vision  
It is considered that the rural farming aspect is adequately referenced in the Vision with the word ‘rurality’  
Landscape and Recreation Objective 
Will be amended to include ‘horticultural’. 
Policy 7.6 Retaining the best and most versatile and characteristic agricultural land 
It is considered that retain is the most appropriate wording. 
General 
A range of options for the current village hall should a new hall be built (enterprise centre/hub or sheltered housing). The 
site reserved for school expansion will only have scope for temporary use (see SLP AL/HO3). Thank you for the spelling 
corrections and suggestion for Hop Gardens!  

 

Record 71 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8AX 
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives 
Policies 
General The loss of parking area on Bassetts Farm for Station Cottages' cars will cause a hazard for the exit onto 
Goudhurst Road. Exit from Bassetts Farm will increase with the new houses. 
HNP Response 

See HNP Policy 2.5 Public Parking and SLP Policy AL/HO3. The developer will be asked to increase the provision of public 
parking on AL/HO3. 

 

Record 87 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8LP 
Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives 
Policies 
General I’m deeply concerned on the impact on the village roads that the extra housing proposed will make.  
Already the lanes around the village are overwhelmed with vehicles and because of lack of parking, cars are parking on the 
roads making it dangerous for pedestrians as well as motorists.  The impact regarding flood waters on our property if the 
proposed building on HO2 is agreed is worrying.  I have mentioned this to Jane Marsh and have emailed her video and 
photography of the deluge of water running off Sprivers, onto our fields and surrounding our house during the heavy 
rainfall experienced a few months ago.  I’m also concerned that Horsmonden will lose its character with the total of 
housing proposed.  It was its character, open fields and beautiful countryside that appealed to us when we purchased our 
property. Sadly I’m worried that horsmonden like many other villages will become one big housing estate.  The open fields 
will be gone which will be a travesty. 
HNP Response 

Impact on village roads 
See FAQ Q2, Q6, Q12. 
Surface water flooding 
See amended policy 7.11 Flooding 

 

Record 86 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8NH 
Vision The Vision is too bland to be meaningful. It suggests control in areas, such as technology, transport and 
housing, over which it has no influence. It is also highly unlikely to be achieved. 
Organisation 



Objectives Objective, Walkable village, and 5, housing and development, are laudable but are invalidated from the 
outset by the proposal for development HO3, from which it will be impossible to walk to the village. Housing and 
development: Objective to redevelop previously developed land is invalidated by HO1, HO2 and HO3 - so what is the point 
of the objective? Business: The dormitory village concept is no longer relevant post-pandemic. Theobjective makes no 
reference to improved broadband provision for existing village properties, which is the single biggest obstacle to business 
and enterprise in the village. Landscape  and environment: dark night skies. This objective will be compromised by the 
greenfield developments identified in the plan.  
Policies Policy 2:1 HO3 will not be in safe, walkable distance to the village. Policy 6.6: Policy should offer a 
wider scope for replacing existing buildings, as brownfield regeneration should be prioritised over greenfield 
development. Policy 7.1 The Hop Picker's line should be added as green space, especially if it is to be used as a walk/bike 
route. The mature trees along the line are crucial to the village character and should be protected. Policy 7:2 The views 
are critical to the village character. Bassetts Farm to Hazel Street Farm view - as identified as important in the plan, will be 
seriously compromised by HO3. 
General There are many of the laudable objectives in this plan but the extent and location of development 
proposed make it practically impossible for those aimed at retaining the village character to be achieved. 
HNP Response 

Objectives 
See FAQ Q13 regarding site allocations. Dormitory village – some employment cannot be carried out easily from home or 
homes are too small so it is considered that retaining employment sites (policy 3.1) will continue to be important, albeit 
acknowledging that home working is increasing. Dark night skies – will apply to new developments. 
Policies 
Walkable village Policy 2.1 - It is acknowledged that the majority of SLP AL/HO3 is outside 400m (approximately 5 minute 
walk) and the eastern part of the site is outside 800m (approximately 10 minute walk) of the village centre. The HNP policy 
2.1 aims to encourage future development to be within 400 metres. AL/HO3 is proposed by TWBC not the HNP. 
Policy 7.2 Views including Bassetts Farm to Hazel Street Farm – the policy encourages developers to minimise the 
disruption for this view.  
General 
See FAQ Q13. 

 

Record 85 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8AG 
Vision Generally fine with this as high level statement. Important to focus on the rurality part  
Organisation 
Objectives Again mostly fine. As to the housing development objective, and the objective of providing smaller 
dwellings in particular, though I do see a conflict. I appreciate there is some local feeling in favour of smaller housing; but 
my view is that in the long run that will mean overall denser population of the parish - which in turn creates all the traffic 
and other problems and conflicts directly with the vision of 'rurality'.  
Policies I am supportive of 3.2, 3.4, 4.2 , and 5.1 in particular.Policy 6.1 however concerns me. In addition to 
the general comment above (ie that smaller units means - in the long run - denser population), specifically the big problem 
with HO3 is the single point of vehicular access at Bassetts Cottages. Likewise siting the medical centre and village hall 
(Policies 4.1 and 4,4) increases traffic through that chokepoint significantly. I would prefer the limit of built development 
at HO3 (which I realise isn't negotiable) was managed in a way that generates less traffic. Policy 7.1 - surprised the view at 
northwards from the public paths GR708410 ie over Haymans Hill are is not included. Any reason for this ? Policy 7.11 - 
the Parish Council will be aware of the significant flooding at Olivers Court this summer. Building the whole Bassetts Farm 
hillside clearly could, unless managed very carefully, very readily increase the peak pressure on the stream catchment. 
Important that the developers are pressed to make special engineering provision for this. 
General My overarching comment is the the traffic management through a single access to what is very nearly a 
new small village in its own right at the HO3 site just isn''t satisfactory; and while the 'walkable village' concept is well 
meaning, it will I think prove to have been a platitude. Apart from pressuring TWBC to reduce the 165 home target, 
leaving the village hall and medical centre where they are today would help mitigate this problem. 
HNP Response 

Thank you for your supportive response. As you acknowledge the scale and location of development is outside the scope of 
the NP (see FAQ Q 13). The HNP also discusses locating a combined pavilion and village hall at the Sports Ground as a 
possible site particularly if any of the SLP allocations shouldn’t go ahead. Your suggestion for including the view 
northwards from the public paths GR708410 ie over Haymans Hill will be assessed for inclusion in the revised draft plan. 

 

Record 84 
Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8DN 



Vision 
Organisation 
Objectives agree need for new community, health and leisure facilities. We suggest these are co  Located (eg 
village hall combined with new sports facilities on Maidstone road) to achieve economies of scale eg one car park. 
Maidstone road has existing pavement plus a footpath via primary school, which helps children’s access as well. Housing 
and development. Dispute we need stated number of dwellings, fewer would be preferable. House buildout needs to be 
scheduled across full period of plan, with infrastructure improvements aligned with schedule. The proposed sites need 
pedestrian access in line with AECOM review findings. 
Policies Policy 2.3 and 2.4 strongly support adequate pavements with adequate width. Policy 4.4 supported but 
take opportunity for combining village hall with new sports facilities at sports ground (which is more closely located to 
majority of housing in village as well) within easy safe access of the school. Policy 6.1 seems at odds with surveys that 
follow and plans vastly exceed housing needs and wishes of village residents eg 70% of village wanted same level of house 
building or less, 77% wanted small scale developments. Only 1.9% wanted a large estate of 50+ houses Policy 6.3 is very 
important. 

General Strongly support the production of an HNP agreed by the village residents. We would like to see it 
contain an implementation schedule which shows a phased house build approach over next 15 years, with supporting 
infrastructure aligned to this schedule. 
HNP Response 
In part because the housing allocations are from TWBC’s SLP but also because of the way planning operates, it is generally 

not possible for NPs to phase development. For details of the proposed development see SLP Policies AL/HO2 and AL/HO3.  

 

Record 72 Resident As a resident of Horsmonden TN12 8BX 
Vision Its to much far to many houses 
Organisation 
Objectives The village has not got the infrastructure for this many houses, especially on Basstts Farm site 
Policies Not to be bullied by Tunbridge Wells Council and government. 
General 
HNP Response 

See FAQ Q13 and Q19. 

 

Record 73 Resident Other BN27 2AX 
Vision 
Organisation Senior Planning Policy Officer, Planning Policy, Wealden District Council 
Objectives 
Policies 
General Thank you for inviting Wealden District Council to participate in the Regulation 14 consultation on the 
draft Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan. We have reviewed the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan and have no 
comments to make. 

 

Record 77 Resident Other CW1 6GJ 
Vision 
Organisation Operations Delivery, Consultations Team, Natural England 
Objectives 
Policies 
General Dear Sir / Madam,Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan – Regulation 14. Thank you for your consultation 
on the above dated 15 September 2021. Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to 
ensure that the natural environment is conserved,enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. Natural England is a statutory consultee inneighbourhood 
planning and must be consulted on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or 
Neighbourhood Forums where they consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made. Natural England 
does not have any specific comments on the draft Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan. However, we refer you to the 
attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities that should be considered when preparing a Neighbourhood 
Plan. For any further consultations on your plan, please contact:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

 



Record 81 Resident Other TN12 8JU 

Vision Perhaps add "to promote and enhance the mental and spiritual well-being of all members of  
 the community" 
Organisation The Parish Church, St. Margaret's. 
Objectives The above ("to promote and enhance the mental and spiritual well-being of all members of  
 the community") could be added to objective 4. 
Policies 
General St. Margaret’s Church response to Neighbourhood Plan consultation(relating mainly to Chapter 4)It is 
noted that although St. Margaret’s Church is mentioned several times and a photo is included, very little is said about the 
contribution of its people to the community life of the village or of possible community use of the church building, 
although it is probably the largest indoor space in the village (with seating for 200+), and a notable historical and 
architectural asset.  Together with the churchyard it offers a place of sanctuary, peace and restoration for the mental and 
spiritual well-being of residents and visitors. The Parochial Church Council is very aware that the building is under-used by 
the community and so has plans to re-develop it to add kitchen and toilet facilities in a small extension and to make the 
space within the church suitable for a wider range of activities.  TWBC is currently being consulted on these plans and 
their response is awaited.  (Although within the Churchyard [local green space 8, pages 65-67], the extension will not 
impact on view 19 [pages 70-71]).  The PCC is keen to open up the church building to wider community use, to attract 
more residents and visitors to appreciate this beautiful Grade 1 listed building and its peaceful and scenic churchyard. 
Although some 1 ½ miles south of the village centre, it is linked by a fairly direct Public Footpath and there is more 
dedicated parking space than for most of the other community buildings in the parish. Its beautiful and tranquil setting 
would be a positive advantage for some activities.  With the re-development planned, it will be a suitable venue for 
concerts, art and craft exhibitions, theatrical productions, some sports and for other community and group activities.  
(Chapter 4) The redevelopment plans include providing 2 toilets and kitchen facilities, new heating and lighting with the 
aim of reducing the church’s carbon footprint. The church has recently installed fibre broadband for broadcasting services 
and providing access to the internet and VOIP calling. Essential repair work is also planned to preserve the building for 
posterity.  As well as work on the building, the churchyard is being developed to enhance wildlife diversity and as a habitat 
for rare species.  (cf. page 48 and chapter 7). The church and churchyard have particular historic connections with both 
the Austen family and the Willard family (Simon Willard, the founder of Concord, Massachusetts) and have the potential 
to attract more tourist visitors to the village, which will benefit the local pub and shop.  However publicity and road and 
footpath signage to the church should be improved to encourage and direct visitors to the church.  (cf. chapter 2). 
HNP Response 

Vision: The HNP supports the suggestion in regard to mental health and spirituality and will consider adding it either to the 
vision or community infrastructure objective. 
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