
Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Table of Contents 

Horsmonden Neighbourhood Plan Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) ..............................1 

Questions via Facebook or the website ..................................................................................... 1 
Q1. Why place the new Medical Centre so far from the village centre? ....................................................... 1 
Q2. Why so many houses? ............................................................................................................................. 1 
Q2. Why is the Hop Pickers Line within the limits to built development but not included in Site HO3? ...... 1 
Q4. How will the HNP provide the smaller, cheaper properties the community want? ............................... 2 
Q5. Where is everybody coming from [to fill the new homes]? .................................................................... 2 
Q6. How are our roads going to cope?........................................................................................................... 2 
Q7. What is being built now? ......................................................................................................................... 2 

Questions arising at the meeting on 23rd September 2021 ......................................................... 2 
Q8. Was consideration given to a pedestrian crossing at the village cross roads? ....................................... 2 
Q9. Why isn’t the area of the village within the High Weald AONB included in the list of Local Green 
Spaces? ........................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Q10. It appears that some development is outside the Limits to Built Development? ................................. 2 
Q11. Would it be possible to develop the Hop Pickers Line as far as Paddock Land as a walking and 
cycling route ................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Q12. Has adequate parking been considered at the proposed village hall site on the Brenchley Road site 
(HO2) to avoid parking and congestion along the Brenchley Road? ............................................................. 3 

Questions arising from the Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Consultation ..................................... 3 
Q13. Why have three large housing sites been proposed in Horsmonden? ................................................. 3 
Q14. Why doesn’t the HNP make provision for more parking at the village centre / close to the cross-
roads? ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 
Q15. Are new developments required to provide pavements to the village centre? ................................... 3 
Q16. Why, on the map, do you not mark the footpaths/pavements on the Maidstone Rd beyond the new 
proposed school crossing to the sports ground? ........................................................................................... 3 
Q17. Why, on the map, do you mark a pavement along the south side of the Goudhurst Road adjacent to 
the new Bassetts Farm site where only a very limited footway (no curb) exists?......................................... 3 
Q18. Can affordable homes be protected from the Right to Buy? ................................................................ 3 

 
 

Questions via Facebook or the website 

Q1. Why place the new Medical Centre so far from the village centre? 
A. TWBC’s Draft LP puts the Medical Centre on Bassetts Farm (HO3). HNP has indicated it 
should be at the closest point to the village centre on the site (650m) and accessible by 
pavement. 

Q2. Why so many houses? 
A. TWBC’s Draft LP requires Horsmonden to: ‘Deliver approximately 240 to 320 new 
dwellings, of which 40% shall be affordable housing, on three sites allocated in this Local 
Plan in the plan period [2022 to 2038]. 

Q2. Why is the Hop Pickers Line within the limits to built development but not included in 
Site HO3? 
A. The route of the line within the borough has already been safeguarded through a 
Safeguarding Railway Land policy and by refusing proposals that would compromise its use 
as a green infrastructure corridor. 



Q4. How will the HNP provide the smaller, cheaper properties the community want? 
A. HNP Policy 6.1 Meeting housing need states: New housing developments will be 
supported where they: 

• Provide an appropriate proportion of smaller homes (1, 2 and 3 bedrooms) in line 
with the latest available housing need data at parish or district level; 

• Provide, where applicable, affordable housing in a range of tenures including for 
social rent and shared ownership that meets the latest identified local need for 
single people, couples, families and older residents.  

Q5. Where is everybody coming from [to fill the new homes]?  
A. All communities are being asked to contribute to meeting the housing needs of the 
borough assessed as 12,200 additional homes over the plan period to 2038. 

Q6. How are our roads going to cope? 
A. HNP proposes a walkable village where development is ideally within 400m/5 minute 
walk of the village centre and to the west of the crossroads. For this reason HO1 and HO2 
are seen as more sustainable than HO3. 

Q7. What is being built now? 
A. Site HO1 Furnace Lane has been approved to provide 49 dwellings including 35% 
affordable housing and involving creation of access … and natural area for play. 
A. Application 15/503340 Bassetts Farm has approval for 20 homes but is considered part of 
a draft allocation for up to 165 dwellings plus community use (medical centre, allotments 
and community orchard/woodland). 

Questions arising at the meeting on 23rd September 2021 

Q8. Was consideration given to a pedestrian crossing at the village cross roads? 
A. Previously in discussions with KCC (the Highways Authority), they have said that the 
village cross roads wouldn’t be suitable for a pedestrian crossing, which has to be a certain 
distance from a cross-roads (25m) and parking, hence the suggestion for it to be further 
down the Brenchley Road. The borough council has a ‘near miss’ register which could be 
incorporated in the next version of the plan. 

Q9. Why isn’t the area of the village within the High Weald AONB included in the list of Local 
Green Spaces? 
A. The HNP isn’t permitted to designate large tracts of land as Local Green Space. The 
guidance on this generally regards the maximum area as 20 hectares (50 acres). However, 
the HNP has two policies regarding the AONB:  

• Policy 7.8 Development within the AONB: Proposals for development in the AONB 
will be permitted only where they meet the objectives of the High Weald AONB 
Management Plan. 

• Policy 7.9 Development adjacent to the AONB: Where development is proposed 
outside of the AONB it must not damage or detract from the environment, character 
and landscape setting of the AONB. 

Q10. It appears that some development is outside the Limits to Built Development? 
A. The developed area of the Bassetts Farm site (HO3) proposed by TWBC’s draft LP would 
be within the new limits to built development but with the northern part of the site – 
outside the new limits to built development - retained as amenity land: allotments, play 
area and community orchard/woodland. There is also a small area of land adjacent to the 
school which is reserved for a future school expansion, should numbers at the school grow 
to the point where it would be required in the future.  



Q11. Would it be possible to develop the Hop Pickers Line as far as Paddock Land as a walking 
and cycling route 
A. While the route of the Hop Pickers Line within the Bassetts Farm site is protected from 
development and is proposed as a walking and cycling route to the school, it is outside the 
scope of the HNP to protect the route of the line outside of the parish boundary. TWBC’s 
draft LP does have a policy that protects the route from further encroachment from 
development should sufficient funding be found at a later date to wholly or partially restore 
the route of the line for walking and cycling. 

Q12. Has adequate parking been considered at the proposed village hall site on the Brenchley 
Road site (HO2) to avoid parking and congestion along the Brenchley Road?  
A. The developer has said that there would be sufficient parking including for deliveries at 
the proposed village hall site. There are policies on public parking (2.6) and new parking in 
new developments (2.7) within the draft HNP.  

Questions arising from the Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Consultation 

Q13. Why have three large housing sites been proposed in Horsmonden? 
A. The housing sites have been proposed by TWBC in their PSLP. HPC was able to 
commission a Site Options Assessment from international civil engineering and planning 
consultants AECOM to see if alternative sites were suitable but they were unable to find 
alternatives. As a result HPC decided not to allocate sites in the HNP. The SOA also makes 
recommendations for making the sites more sustainable which have informed the policies in 
the HNP. 

Q14. Why doesn’t the HNP make provision for more parking at the village centre / close to 
the cross-roads? 
A. Village centre parking was considered and is acknowledged as challenging. However, if 
the Brenchley Road site is developed, the HNP makes provision for additional parking for the 
village centre. Also see FAQs on parking at the village hall and  centre. 

Q15. Are new developments required to provide pavements to the village centre? 
A. The HNP requires developers to demonstrate how they will provide pavement access to 
the village centre (see Policy 2.3 page 23 and extract from Manual for Streets) before they 
receive planning permission. 

Q16. Why, on the map, do you not mark the footpaths/pavements on the Maidstone Rd 
beyond the new proposed school crossing to the sports ground? 
A. The pavement that runs along the western side of the Maidstone will be shown on an 
amended map in the next revision of the plan. 

Q17. Why, on the map, do you mark a pavement along the south side of the Goudhurst Road 
adjacent to the new Bassetts Farm site where only a very limited footway (no curb) exists? 
A. The map will be amended to clarify the presence / absence of pavements. 

Q18. Can affordable homes be protected from the Right to Buy? 
A. There was an aspiration expressed in the Pre-Submission Regulation 14 Draft HNP that 
new social housing be retained as such in perpetuity. However, the parish council has been 
advised that doing so is outside the scope of planning policy. Planning policies cannot be used to 
override statutory legislation in respect of retaining affordable homes in perpetuity and 
right to buy.  
Q19. Can the HNP phase building homes and new infrastructure? 
In part because the housing allocations are from TWBC’s SLP but also because of the way 
planning operates, it is generally not possible for NPs to phase development. For details of 



the proposed development see SLP Policies AL/HO2 and AL/HO3.  
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